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RAND Corporation — a think 
tank formed to provide re- 
search and analysis to the US 
crusader forces — published ; p; 
two interviews with RAND 
“experts” discussing the US 
Strategy and airstrikes against 
“q the Islamic State. The hope- 
k lessness and confusion pres- 
yw ent in their tone and easily 
readable between the lines 
— beneath a layer of distor- 
tion — only show the futility 
of the campaign and coalition 
launched against the Islamic 
State. The crusader “experts” 
— Andrew Liepman, senior 
political analyst and former 
4 principal deputy director of á 
VAI the National Counterterror- 
ism Center; Linda Robinson, W 
senior political analyst and 
author; Ben Connable, senior 
analyst and retired Marine 
Corps Intelligence officer; and 
Angel Rabasa, senior political 


scientist — had the following 
to Say: 
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Liepman: Dismantling, degrading, containing them [the THE CRUSADER ANDREW LIEPMAN 
Islamic State] is achievable. But destroying ISIS, even in 
a couple of years, is just not possible. If we succeed in 
dismantling ISIS, we’re still left with a really problematic 
region. 


Robinson: This kind of partnered counterterrorism ap- 
proach that the president has been talking about requires 
really refining how America deals with its partners. In this 
case, every partner is problematic. Iraqi security forces 
have crumbled in recent months. The Shia militias are 
problematic. The Sunnis could potentially turn against 
ISIS, but they are very wary of this new government. The 
Peshmurgas, the Kurdish militia, are least problematic. Fi- 
nally, the Syrian opposition is terribly weak. 


Connable: I’m not sure anybody has a clear understanding 
of who’s who in Syria. Identities and loyalties shift. | don’t 
think it’s going to cripple the strategy, but it is a serious 
hurdle. The absence of a clearly envisioned end state con- 





dition is important. What is it that we want this group that = ee +t 
we're going to support to do after ISIS is defeated? The Ee oe as i - 5 
Free Syrian Army is the group we go to now. They've suf- = Se oe 3 a | is m ! 
fered battlefield defeats. They’re politically disorganized. == b oo i | 
I’m not sure what they would do with the Syrian state if 3 PN É nE ee i 





they were able to assume control. 


Liepman: We need to remind ourselves that the president 
said, as did his military commanders, that this new phase 
of fighting against a determined and impressive enemy, 
will take some time. We need to be careful about how 
we define victory. We won’t vanquish this enemy. We'll be 
lucky to degrade ISIS. We need patience. 


Rabasa: I’m afraid we may have fallen into ISIS’s trap. We 
probably had no choice but to extend the airstrikes into 
Syria, since that is ISIS’s base of operations. But by doing 
so we have escalated the campaign against ISIS without 
deploying sufficient force to seriously degrade or destroy 
them. 





Rabasa: Airstrikes will have diminishing returns as ISIS 
adjusts. And standing up to the United States is likely to 
enhance its image among both jihadi and non-jihadi con- 
stituencies. Like all irregular forces facing a stronger ad- 
versary, it wins if it does not lose. 
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